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Separate funds for vocational and tech training

By A Staff Reporter

Kathmandu, Oct. 26

The government is planning
to establish a separate fund for
technical education and vocational
fraining.

As 17 various ministries are
implementing skill development
programmes on their own without
coordination with each other, the
government has been planning
to run such programmes through
a cenfral fund with greater
collaboration and coordination
with the ministries.

According to joint secretary
of the Ministry of Education
(MoE) Baikuntha Prasad Aryal,
government, private sector. non-
government organisations and
donor agencies cumulatively
spent about Rs. 17 billion annually
on technical education, skill
development and training.

*The Fund will be established
by April next year,” Aryal said

in an interaction on the role of
private sector in skill development
organized by  Support to
Knowledge and Lifelong Leaming
Skills (SKILLS), a programme of
UNDP and Society of Economic
Journalists — Nepal (SEJON).

Speaking at the programme,
stakeholders said that the
technical education and
vocational training was essential
for the economic upliftment
of the people and it should be
expanded to every district fto
help in creating entrepreneurs
and businessmen.

Assistant country director of the
UNDP Heema Devi Khadka said
that vocational skill development
programmes should be connected
with entrepreneurship.

“Such trainings should be

demand-driven. Only then, the
trainings will prove successful
with the trainees employed at
various companies or run their

own enterprise,” she said,

Vice-chairman of the Council
of Technical Education and
Vocational Training (CTEVT)
Kul Bahadur Basnet said that
the skill development training
did not only help the youth to
be self-employed but also would
have resulted in more remittance
as Nepal could send skilled
workers to overseas.

Vice president of the
Federationof Nepalese Chambers
of Commerce and Industry
(FNCCI) Kishor Pradhan said
that as the private sector had
an  important  contribution
in creating employment, the
government should work in
collaboration with them while
designing and implementing
skill based training.

*The FNCCI believes that the
private sector not only creates
employment but it also promotes
small enterprises in the value

chains of the large industries
and helps in entrepreneurship
development at the local level.”
he said.

Presenting a paper on the role
of the private sector in techmical
education and vocational training.
former secretary of the MoE
Mahashram Sharma said that
the current programmes for
skill training were insufficient
to address the ever increasing
manpower that enters the labour
market every year.

“Approximately 450,000
people enter the labour market
every year but only about 100,000
people are being trained on
technical vocational education.”
he said.

He said that although the
government and donor agencies
were munning skill development
trainings, the Nepalese private
sector seldom called for human
resources it needed.
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Experts urge ramping up
investment in skill development

Himalayan News Service

Kathmandu, October 26

As low productivity has long
since been identified as struc-
tural problem for the country’s
economy, experts and stake-
holders have urged to ramp up
investment in skill develop-
ment of human resources to
create entrepreneurial mass as
well as human resources
required by enterprises.
Presenting the findings of a
study report titled ‘Facilitating
the Private Sectors’ Engage-
ment in Technical and Voca-
tional Education and Training
(TVET) in Nepal’ during an in-
teraction programme jointly
organised by the Support to
Knowledge and Lifelong Learn-
ing Skills (SKILLS) project un-
der United Nations Develop-
ment Programme and the Soci-
ety of Economic Journalists
Nepal, Mahasharam Sharma,
former education secretary,
said that out of the 450,000
job-seekers that enter the la-
bour market every year in Ne-
pal, only around 100,000 get
opportunity of TVET. And ma-
jority of the job-seekers that
enter the market every year
leave for foreign employment
as the country does not offer

around 90 per cent — are un-
skilled and semi-skilled and
they are working as cheap la-
bour force in the Middle East
and other labour destinations.
Against this backdrop, accord-
ing to Sharma, the government
should join hands with the pri-
vate sector to produce skilled
human resources through
massive technical and voca-
tional education and trainings.

“Private sector has not ap-
proached training institutions
to develop the human resourc-
es as per their requirements,”
according to Sharma. “There is
communication gap between
the institutions that provide
technical and vocational
trainings and enterprises.”

As per Sharma, there is lack
of analysis from the private
sector regarding the require-
ment of human resources for a
particular field or industry.

In the programme, Kishore
Pradhan, vice president of the
Federation of Nepalese Cham-
bers of Commerce and Indus-
try (FNCCI), opined that if the
government extended its hand
for collaboration with private
sector regarding operating
such TVET providing institu-
tions, the private sector would
design skill development

ism, construction, service,
manufacturing, among others.

He stressed on the need for
strong collaboration between
the private sector and skill de-
velopment institutions so that
the human resources devel-
oped from the TVET providers
could be easily absorbed.

Heema Devi Khadka, assis-
tant country director of Project
Implementation Unit-UNDP,
said that the TVET and enter-
prise development should go
together to give boost to the
country’s economy.

According to Bishnu Prasad
Aryal, joint secretary of the
Ministry of Education, the gov-
ernment is going to develop a
TVET Fund to run all types of
trainings in an organised man-
ner. Currently, 17 ministries
have been running various
technical, vocational educa-
tion as well as skill develop-
ment trainings. But the re-
source mobilised by the gov-
ernment and non-government
sector remain largely scattered.

Around Rs 17 billion is mobi-
lised by the government and
development partners every
year, but it has completely
failed to achieve the desired
output. The government is
consolidating all the resources
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